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Tamarisk Way gate 

If you currently have a key to the 
Tamarisk Way gate and use this 
entrance, please can you ensure that the 
padlock is fitted to the chain and not 
through the hasp.  
Several recent inspections have found 
the lock to be on the hasp and this would 
cause considerable delays to emergency 
vehicles if they had to enter or leave the 
Estate through those gates.  
 

Conservative Hall, Sea Road, East 
Preston, 15th June 19.00.  

With Christmas now being what seems a 
distant memory, it is time for us to 
start planning for this year’s AGM. The 
AGM will again be held at the 
Conservative Hall, East Preston. We 
have had a good turn out at the last two 
AGMs and we hope that as many of you 
as possible will come along. We would 
remind you that you need to be a fully 
paid up member of the WRA to attend 
and have your say. To ensure that all 
residents are aware of certain AGM 
protocols we would remind you that if 
you wish to have any subject included in 
the AGM or wish to   propose any 
member’s resolution, details must be 
made in writing (and received by 
Hobdens) at least 6 weeks prior to the 
date of the AGM, this being no later 
than Tuesday 3rd May 2016. In terms of 
a   resolution this must be supported by 
at least 10 paid up members and you 
must   include the full names and  
addresses of the residents who are     
supporting your resolution, otherwise it 
can not be included.   

Any resolution which  repeats the 
substance of a resolution, or part 
thereof, put to any   previous meeting 
within the preceding three years needs 
to be     supported by at least 30 paid up 

members. We would ask that any 
questions relating to the audited 
financial     accounts  be submitted 
to Hobdens no later than 1st June. 
This will ensure we can answer 
your questions with  clarity at the 
AGM. 

During the informal part of the 
meeting we will deal first with any   
questions which        residents 
have raised in advance. If you 
have any subject you wish to be   
included in the   discussions if you 
could please write in to Hobdens, 
this will ensure         inclusion.  
The floor will then be opened for   
remaining questions. 

This year we will be hosting a 
cheese and wine event after the 
AGM to encourage residents to 
meet their neighbours and chat 
with the directors. We hope you 
can join us both for the meeting 
and afterwards for a drink. 

AGM 2016— 15th June  



At the end of 2015 we had just one property 
on the Estate with significant overdue Estate 
Rates.  This is the best situation we have had 
for many years.  It has taken a lot of work by 
the Directors, Hobdens and our solicitors to 
reach this position and required the issuing of 
four County Court claims in order to achieve 
it.  There are a few properties who have small 
overdues that we hope will be cleared with this 
year’s payments.  It is only by getting full 
payments from all residents that the Board can 
continue to maintain and enhance the Estate 
without raising the basic Estate Rates levy on 
all properties.  The total Estate Rates invoiced 

has remained the same now for three years.  
The Directors would like to thank all those 
residents who have already paid their 2016 
contributions to the maintenance funds. It 
does make our lives easier and keeps the 
administration cost down.   

On a light hearted note we do have one 
payment that we have received, where the 
payee Mrs Du Plessi forgot to give the 
address of the property or reference 
number.  We would like her to contact 
Hobdens so that we can assign the payment 
correctly or if anyone knows where she lives 
could they let Hobdens know.  

Estate rates 

Request for speed humps in Myrtle Grove and 

Michel Grove 

The issue of speeding in certain areas of the 
Estate has long been a concern to both 
residents and the WRA board of directors. As 
you will be aware, from both the AGM and the 
August 2015 newsletter, the board feel that 
residents of each road should have more of a 
say in what traffic calming measures, if any, 
are installed in their particular road. 

We have received several requests for speed 
humps to be installed in Myrtle Grove and 
Michel Grove, and consequently we felt it 
appropriate to write to all residents directly 
affected of such an installation. 

Residents were asked for their views and 
comments to the following questions? 

 Do you feel that speeding is an issue in 
Myrtle Grove/Michel Grove? 

 Would you be happy for speed humps to 
be installed in Myrtle Grove/Michel 
Grove? (Yes or No only please) 

 Do you have any thoughts/concerns on 
the installation of speed humps? 

Letters were sent to all residents in Myrtle 
Grove and Selhurst Close with replies being 
required no later than the 14th October 2015, 
so that all views could be fully considered. The 
same basic letter was sent to all residents in 
Michel Grove, with replies being required no 
later than 22nd December 2015. 

Myrtle Grove Results 

47.5 % of residents responded to our letter 
and of the residents who responded 58% did 
not want speed humps and 42% were in favour 

of speed humps being installed.  

Michel Grove Results 

46 % of residents responded to our letter 
and of the residents who responded 66% did 
not want speed humps and 33% were in 
favour of speed humps being installed.  

 

The decision as to whether speed humps 
should be installed was to be based upon a 
majority view made solely by the residents 
of these roads, and therefore, in view of the 
above results, the decision is that speed 
humps will not currently be installed. 

 

Despite the decisions not to install speed 
humps in Michel Grove and Myrtle Grove we 
still have issues with drivers (both residents 
and non residents) who feel our 20mph 
advisory speed limit is not for them !! 

Please voluntarily reduce your speed before 
an accident occurs.  

If you consciously reduce your speed to 
20mph when you enter the Estate this will 
make the Estate a safer place for all 
concerned.  



Internet speeds across the Estate 

We have received a couple of 
enquiries from residents 
enquiring as to whether we 
know of any plans to replace 
the main telephone cables on 
the Estate with optical fibre 
cable to improve the speed 
and reliability of our 
telephone and internet 
services.  Unfortunately the 
answer is no we don’t.  

As an association we have no 
powers to campaign on your 
behalf for what would be a 
very welcome improvement. 
All we can suggest is that if 
you are having problems with 
your broadband you contact 
your service provider, 
especially if you are not 
receiving the service you are 
paying for.   

Fast broadband speeds in 
excess of 30Mbps are 

currently achievable on the 
Estate. This speed is 
dependent on numerous 
factors, one being the 
provider/ package you have as 
this will govern the maximum 
speeds you can obtain. The  
wiring in your house may also 
have an effect on the speed 
you can obtain. 

Before you contact your 
service provider we would 
suggest that you check your 
broadband speed and have 
this information to hand when 
you contact them.  

The following Speedtest 
website is a commonly used 
site, but there can be a few 
pitfalls to all of these “Free” 
tests. There are always 
adverts and Speedtest is no 
exception.  If you read the 
text it invites you to do a 

'Scan' before running the test. 
It is not part of the test so do 
NOT click 'START SCAN'.  You 
should click 'BEGIN TEST'. 

The correct link to the site is  

http://www.speedtest.net/ 

If you want to repeat the test 
click on 'TEST AGAIN' none of 
the other buttons. 

Hopefully if residents keep 
reporting issues, something 
may be done to improve the 
quality of service provided. 

East Preston Festival 2016 

Preparations are now well 
underway for the 2016 East 
Preston Festival which this 
year will be held between  
Friday 3rd June and Sunday 

12th June (inclusive).  

Please save the dates so you 
can support all the hard work 
which goes into organising 
this event. 

We all create rubbish which 
needs either recycling or     
collecting each week.  

We continue to see a number 
of bins   being put out for 
collection early on a Sunday. 
Whilst the bins are a 
necessity of life, please, if 
possible  can you  refrain from 
putting them out for collection 
until Sunday      evening or 
early Monday morning. That 
would be appreciated. 

Bins which are put out early 
are not only unsightly they are 
often blown over or lids blown 
upwards resulting in lots of 
rubbish finding its way onto 
our roads and verges. When 

Wheelie bins and rubbish  

you do put your bins out 
please can you face the bin 
against the direction of the 
wind, in an attempt to stop 
the lid blowing up and causing 
the bin to blow over. 

At the moment we have quite 
a bit of rubbish strewn across 
the estate caused mainly by 
those residents who are 
putting their recycling bin out 
on windy nights. It is not the 
responsibility of the board to 
clear up this rubbish. This 
falls to every one of us to 
help keep the Estate clear of 
rubbish. Please therefore 
take care when you put your 
bins out and pick up any 

rubbish you see—even if it 
isn't yours. Thank you. 



The Board would like to 
express their thanks and 
gratitude to both Kerrie 
Peskett and Jeff Edwards, 
who have recently resigned 
from their positions as 
directors of the WRA, for all 
the hard work and 
commitment they have shown 
whilst on the Board.  

Following the end of her six 
year term, at last year’s AGM, 
Kerrie has continued to assist 
the Board as a co-opted 
director. During her time on 
the board Kerrie has been 
responsible for coordinating 
ground maintenance and 
managing the large drains 
project which was undertaken 
a few years ago. Along with a 
busy full time job, which  
requires regular overseas 
travel, she has a young 

Retiring directors 

daughter and feels that she 
now does not have the 
necessary time to  devote to 
being a WRA director.   

Jeff Edwards became a co-
opted director in January 
2014 and has been heavily 
involved with rules and 
regulations, liaising with 
solicitors and ensuring we are 
following current health and 
safety guidelines. Several of 
our contractors are just small 
“one-man bands” and Jeff has 
worked closely with them, 
helping prepare suitable risk 
assessment reports to ensure 
that jobs undertaken on the 
estate are done as safely as 
possible. Due to various family 
commitments Jeff feels that 
he is no longer able to 
continue acting as a director 
of the WRA. 

In addition to their specific 
areas of responsibility, Jeff 
and Kerrie have been a great 
support to the other 
directors as well as helping 
out with many other duties. 
Both of them will be missed. 

New (co-opted) Directors 

Following our recent appeal for 
new Directors, we have had 
three volunteers come 
forward. 

Jane Burke moved into the 
estate, Myrtle Grove, from 
Buckinghamshire, a year ago. 
Before her move she had spent 
22 years working for Bucks 
County Council, in various 
service areas and roles.  These 
included Adult Education, the 
corporate policy team, where 
she supported county 
councillors, and latterly as a 
registrar. Since moving to 
West Sussex she has recently 
become a volunteer with West 
Sussex Healthwatch and is 
looking forward to helping the 
WRA Board in its duties and to 
meeting other residents as a 
result.  

Tony Morris and his wife 
Alison moved onto the 
Willowhayne Estate in October 

2014 from their home in 
Staffordshire, moving into a 
property on Pigeonhouse Lane. 

Tony retired at the end of 
June 2015 from a 35-year 
career in manufacturing and 
distribution primarily in an 
international environment.  

During that time he held 
various Managing Director 
positions and they have lived 
in France, USA, Canada as 
well as in the West Midlands. 
His work involved extensive 
travel overseas and he is 
enjoying staying closer to 
home and spending more time 
with the family.  Tony sees 
this as an opportunity for 
them not only to meet new 
people and neighbours on the 
Willowhayne, but to use his 
experiences to support the 
work of the Board.  

Arthur Simpson (Selhurst 
Close) lived in the City of 

London for 25 years, serving 
as a local councillor and as 
membership secretary of the 
local residents' association.  
He has worked in personnel 
management and public 
relations.  His final job was 
checking legal documents for 
an international law firm.  He 
moved to Sussex in 2009 to 
be closer to his relatives who 
all live along the south 
coast. His hobbies are 
gardening and going on 
walking holidays. 

 

We look     forward to 
welcoming Tony, Jane and 
Arthur to the WRA Board. 



Thank you to the resident who 
sent in this photo of two cars 
parked, on the afternoon of 
the 1st February, dangerously 
on the Angmering Lane/
Tamarisk Way bend. She tried 
to track down the culprits but 
to no avail. It is suspected 
that these were contractor’s 
vehicles. 

If our road were not privately 
owned, we would suspect that 
the culprits would not dream 
of parking in such a manner.  

Parking in this manner is not 
acceptable and will not be 
tolerated.  

We would remind everyone 

Dangerous parking 

The following letter has been 
sent to us by a distressed 
resident who sadly has found 
themselves without their 
beloved pet.  

On Wednesday 13th January 
at around 8.15am, a small dark 
blue van hit and killed our 
beloved black and white 
rescue cat, Buddy, outside 33 
The Ridings.  

The driver did not stop. 
A BT engineer working across 
the road heard the noise and 
saw the van and the severely 
injured cat left to die in the 
road.  The engineer said that 
because of the noise from the 
impact, the size of the cat 
and its position in the middle 
of the road, the driver must 
have been aware of what they 

Resident appeal letter— Slow your speed 

had done.  I wonder if the 
driver in question would have 
carried on driving if they had 
hit a small child.             
 
I wanted to bring this to the 
attention of the estate 
residents in the hope of 
preventing it from happening 
to another beloved pet.  Cats, 
dogs and other pets enrich 
our lives in so many ways. 
They become part of the 
family, and help fill the gaps 
in our lives when our loved 
ones are no longer with us. 
 
Please drive carefully on the 
Estate and ask any 
contractors you use to 
respect our roads.  

Our roads have a 20mph limit  

for a reason. The difference 
of a few miles per hour can 
mean the difference between 
life and death. The faster 
someone is driving, the less 
time they have to stop if 
something unexpected 
happens. 

Speed limits are there for a 
reason. Please ensure you 
observe them at all times. 

that we operate a parking 
control notice scheme (PCN) 
throughout the Estate and 
these will be issued (without 
exception) to vehicles which 
are parked on our roads 
without prior permission.  

The issuance of PCN is 
subject to rigorous rules and 
regulations and any issued will 
be in accordance with these 
regulations. Residents and 
their contractors are not 
exempt from receiving PCN. 

The following two pages of articles all have a similar theme surrounding parking and speeding. We 
have received letters from residents who have asked us to share their comments with the 
Estate as a whole, in an attempt to get people to understand that we do have problems (in these 
areas) that need addressing. 



The following letter has been 
sent to us by an extremely 
concerned resident who walks 
her dog around the Estate and 
regularly encounters speeding 
residents.  

I live in Michel Grove and last 
night (10th February) as I 
walked home from the beach 
I encountered a speeding 
driver in the Ridings who was 
travelling well in excess of 
the 20mph speed limit. The 
driver did not see me until I 
waved my hand and 
then wound her window down 
to shout obscenities at me 
when I asked her to slow 
down. 

Not 5 minutes later as I 
turned in to Michel Grove 
another speeding vehicle came 
hurtling towards me at a 
speed well over the 20mph 
speed limit. The driver of the 
vehicle did not see me and 

Michel Grove resident appeal letter— Slow your 

speed again ! 

very nearly ran me over. If I 
had not launched myself onto 
the driveway of the property 
I was walking past I would 
now either be dead or in 
hospital and not here today to 
write you this email.   

I am absolutely horrified at 
the speed in which drivers 
travel around the estate to 
the point where I fear for my 
life every time I step out on 
to the road with my dog and 
this is totally unacceptable.  

What is it going to take for 
someone to do something 
about the speed vehicles 
travel on the Estate, my 
death or the death of another 
resident? 

Whilst you have made it very 
clear that you do not see that 
speeding is an issue on the 
Estate I am advising you that 
there is very much an issue 
with speeding and if 

something is not done soon 
you will have blood on your 
hands when there will 
undoubtedly be a fatal 
accident.  

I do not believe for one 
minute that I am the only 
resident on the estate who is 
terrified to walk along any of 
the roads on the Estate, 
during the day or at night and 
I want the issue of speeding 
to be a point  of discussion at 
the next AGM as this is a 
very serious situation which 
needs to be resolved.  

This subject will be discussed 
at the AGM and will provide 
an opportunity for residents 
to put forward their views 
and suggestions on how we 
can get drivers to slow down. 

www.operationcrackdown.org 

Operation Crackdown is a national scheme which allows anyone to report antisocial driving.  

Antisocial driving is classified as driving that is careless, dangerous or deliberately aggressive. 

It usually takes between 5 and 10 minutes to complete a report to Operation Crackdown.  

What information will you need to provide? 

About the incident – you will  be asked for: The vehicle registration number (licence plate) 

make, model and colour of vehicle 

Details about when and where the incident happened – the online map will help you identify the 
area 

Any information that may help identify the driver 

About you - your contact details will be treated in confidence. Leaving your email address will 
allow Operation Crackdown to make contact with you should the report need clarifying and you 
will receive details of other services that Sussex Police provide online. 
What happens when you make a report? 

Depending on how serious the incident, whether the vehicle has been reported before, and 
whether the driver falls into a high risk category, the following action may be taken: 

Your report may be forwarded to the Sussex Police Road Policing Unit so local officers can 
take appropriate action. Send a warning letter to the registered keeper of the vehicle. Keep 
your report in the Crackdown database, providing a history of the vehicle and allegations. 
Identify and address regular ‘hotspots’ of antisocial driver behaviour. 

So it’s ALWAYS worth making a report, even if no immediate action is apparent.  



3rd November 2015 - two new 
dog bins were installed along 
the Greensward. These were 
replacement bins as they had 
been reported as a Health and 
Safety risk.  The bins were 
opposite numbers 16 and 26 
Tamarisk Way.  One had an  
insert which had rotted and 
the other had jagged edges 
and was very rusty, creating 
difficulty when servicing. 

10th November - A faulty 
lock was replaced on the dog 

bin opposite 11 Tamarisk Way. 

There are monetary costs 
associated with maintaining 
the dog bins, which are 
covered by the WRA and 
these are currently as below 
and are per bin. 

£277 - to supply and fit each 
dog bin (one off) 

£290 – annual emptying 
service  charge of each  bin        

 

Dog bins 
        Clean up after me as I                 

  can’t do it myself! 

Be a responsible dog owner 

It is with dismay that we 
find ourselves reporting on 
irresponsible dog owners who 
also happen to be residents. 
It is not acceptable to not 
clean up after your dog has a 
made a mess. If you have a 
dog you are responsible for 

cleaning up after it. You can 
not leave this for someone 
else or pretend you did not 
see your dog make a mess.  

Dogs like to scent mark. This 
is a natural instinct. Please 
try and be considerate and 
not allow your dog to use 

driveway gates and posts for 
this purpose. 

 

In a separate  incident, in  
Angmering Lane and despite 
following Highway Code   
guidelines, a car driven by a 
resident narrowly missed 
hitting a pedestrian. If she 
had not jumped out of the way 
we could have had a fatal 
accident.  

One of the attractions of the 
Estate is its lack of street 
lighting. However, this can 
cause considerable risks 
particularly to pedestrians.  

The following abbreviated 
“rules for pedestrians” have 
been reproduced from the 
Highway Code and are 
intended to act as a reminder 
to us all. 

 If there is no pavement,  
keep close to the side of 
the road 

 Keep to the right-hand 

side of the road so that 
you can see oncoming 
traffic.  

 Help other road users to 
see you. Wear or carry 
something light-coloured, 
bright or fluorescent in 
poor daylight conditions. 
When it is dark, use 
reflective materials (e.g. 
armbands, sashes, 
waistcoats, jackets, 
footwear), which can be 
seen by drivers using 
headlights up to three 
times as far away as non-
reflective materials.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whilst the following are not 
“rules for pedestrians” they 
are what we think are 
sensible ideas and ones we 
wanted to share with you.  

It is sensible to carry a 
torch. 

If you are walking a dog, it is 
a good idea to fit an 
additional flashing collar. 

 

 

 

Walking safely in the dark 



trying to  improve the Estate and ensuring we 
all benefit from living on such a lovely estate. 
Our sole  objective is to serve the Estate to 
the best of our ability so if there is anything 
you want us to consider or think we could do 
better then please just let us know. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The purpose of the newsletter is to keep you 
informed as to what is happening on the     
Estate. It would be helpful if you could let us 
know what you wish us to include in the 
newsletter and what you want us to leave out. 
We welcome articles to be submitted for         
inclusion in the newsletter, but please bear in 
mind that they may need to be edited for  
content and suitability (depending on content 
and space available). Please submit your      
articles via the website or by post to 
Hobdens.      All the Directors are volunteers 
and work many hours (often without any 
recognition and in  addition to their day job) 

Police Non Emergency 
Number : 101 or 0845 
60 70 999 
 
Assured Control Room 
(Guards):  
01903 277345 
 
Hobdens:  
01903 724040 

What do you want from your newsletter and Board Of 

Directors? 

Directors :  Amanda Adams (Chairman) Malcolm Barnett (Vice Chairman) Adrian Gotts  Richard Kirch   
Ray Churcher (Co-opted)  Tony Morris (Co-opted) Jane Burke (Co-opted)  Arthur Simpson (Co-opted) 

Printing and paper kindly donated by 

 

East Preston Office 01903  856400 

eastpreston@grahambutt.co.uk     www.grahambutt.co.uk  

 

One of our residents has set up a Willowhayne Forum (www.willowhayneforum.co.uk ) in order to 
enable residents  to discuss various topics and ideas or to help each other out or arrange trips 
etc. The username and password are the same as for the WRA website. Please note that this 
forum is not intended to be used as a platform to address any issues relating  directly to the 
WRA Board or as a method of communicating with the Board. 

mailto:eastpreston@grahambutt.co.uk

